
71Chapter 3  •  An Introduction to Measuring Crime and Crime Patterns

Part II offenses are technically less serious offenses, though most 
criminologists agree that such a statement is misleading given the breadth of 
offenses included as Part II offenses. Table 3.1 lists Part II offenses and their 
definitions. The UCR includes arrest data about these offenses. Although 
only arrest data are provided, a great deal of information can be derived 
from the UCR each year. Perhaps the most important finding from the 
reports is that arrest rates have decreased over the past two decades, and 
the most recent UCR shows that crime dropped between 2012 and 2013.

Definitions of Part II OffensesTABLE 3.1

OFFENSE DEFINITION

Curfew Loitering 
Violations

Violations by juveniles of local curfew or loitering ordinances.

Disorderly conduct Any behavior that tends to disturb the public peace or decorum, scandalize the community, or shock the public sense of morality.

Driving Under the 
Influence (DUI)

Driving or operating a motor vehicle or common carrier while mentally or physically impaired as the result of consuming an 
alcoholic beverage or using a drug or narcotic.

Drug Abuse 
Violations 

The violation of laws prohibiting the production, distribution, and/or use of certain controlled substances. The unlawful 
cultivation, manufacture, distribution, sale, purchase, use, possession, transportation, or importation of any controlled drug or 
narcotic substance. Arrests for violations of state and local laws, specifically those relating to the unlawful possession, sale, 
use, growing, manufacturing, and making of narcotic drugs. The following drug categories are specified: opium or cocaine 
and their derivatives (morphine, heroin, codeine); marijuana; synthetic narcotics—manufactured narcotics that can cause true 
addiction (Demerol, methadone); and dangerous nonnarcotic drugs (barbiturates, Benzedrine).

Drunkenness To drink alcoholic beverages to the extent that one's mental faculties and physical coordination are substantially impaired. 
Driving under the influence is excluded.

Embezzlement The unlawful misappropriation or misapplication by an offender to his/her own use or purpose of money, property, or some 
other thing of value entrusted to his/her care, custody, or control.

Forgery and 
Counterfeiting

The altering, copying, or imitating of something, without authority or right, with the intent to deceive or defraud by passing the 
copy or thing altered or imitated as that which is original or genuine; or the selling, buying, or possession of an altered, copied, 
or imitated thing with the intent to deceive or defraud. Attempts are included.

Fraud The intentional perversion of the truth for the purpose of inducing another person or other entity in reliance upon it to part 
with something of value or to surrender a legal right. Fraudulent conversion and obtaining of money or property by false 
pretenses. Confidence games and bad checks, except forgeries and counterfeiting, are included.

Gambling To unlawfully bet or wager money or something else of value; assist, promote, or operate a game of chance for money or some 
other stake; possess or transmit wagering information; manufacture, sell, purchase, possess, or transport gambling equipment, 
devices, or goods; or tamper with the outcome of a sporting event or contest to gain a gambling advantage.

Liquor Laws The violation of state or local laws or ordinances prohibiting the manufacture, sale, purchase, transportation, possession, or use 
of alcoholic beverages, not including driving under the influence and drunkenness. Federal violations are excluded.

Offenses Against 
Family and Children

Unlawful nonviolent acts by a family member (or legal guardian) that threaten the physical, mental, or economic well-being  
or morals of another family member and that are not classifiable as other offenses, such as assault or sex offenses. Attempts 
are included.

Other Assaults Assaults and attempted assaults where no weapon was used or no serious or aggravated injury resulted to the victim. Stalking, 
intimidation, coercion, and hazing are included.
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Part II offenses: Offenses 
that are technically less serious 
than Part I offenses.


